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The Squirrel Shenanigans 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Sammy's mischievous behavior changed the atmosphere of the 

Memorial Day ceremony by adding humor and surprise to what 

was originally a solemn event. The crowd reacted positively, as 

they found Sammy's antics entertaining and lighthearted, which 

created a memorable and joyful experience. 

2. The appropriateness of the mayor's decision to include Sammy 

in the ceremony can be debated. Some may argue that it 

added humor and a sense of inclusivity, while others may believe 

it detracted from the solemnity of the event. Ultimately, the 

mayor's choice lightened the mood and made the ceremony 

unique. 

3. Sammy may have run away into the woods after receiving the 

honorary award because his mission of mischief had been 

accomplished, and he had entertained the crowd. He might 

have also preferred the peace and quiet of the woods over the 

excitement of the ceremony. 

4. Sammy's unexpected appearance and antics added a unique 

and memorable twist to the Memorial Day ceremony by 

breaking the solemnity with humor and surprise. It demonstrated 

that even in serious moments, unexpected joy and laughter can 

arise, reminding people of the importance of finding moments 

of happiness and celebration amidst solemn occasions. 

 


