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Mouse Emotions 
In If You Take a Mouse to School by Laura 
Numeroff, the little mouse experiences many 
emotions throughout his school day. His 
feelings shift as he explores new places, 
participates in different activities, and faces 
unexpected challenges. These emotions 
affect his actions, making his day exciting, 
chaotic, and full of surprises. 

At the start of the day, the mouse feels 
excited. He eagerly packs his lunchbox and 
backpack, ready for the adventure ahead. 

His enthusiasm is clear when he rushes to open the backpack as soon as he arrives at 
school. Like many students on their first day, he is eager to see what’s inside and what 
fun awaits him. 

As the mouse enters the classroom, his excitement turns into curiosity. He wants to 
explore everything—sharpening pencils, drawing in a notebook, and building with 
blocks. His curiosity leads him to try new things, but it also makes him easily distracted. 
Instead of focusing on one task, he bounces from one activity to the next, making 
the classroom a little chaotic. 

During science class, the mouse feels adventurous. He wants to do an experiment, 
just like the students. However, his eagerness leads him to mix too many things 
together, causing a bubbly explosion. This moment of excitement shows how 
sometimes enthusiasm can turn into trouble if one isn’t careful! 

At recess, the mouse experiences pure joy. He runs across the playground, swings as 
high as he can, and slides down the tallest slide. His happiness is contagious, and he 
makes the most of his time outside. This part of the story reflects the way children love 
recess—a chance to have fun, move around, and enjoy time with friends. 

Later, as lunchtime arrives, the mouse remembers his lunchbox and feels hungry. But 
before he eats, he realizes he needs a napkin. This small moment of forgetfulness 
makes him return to his backpack, where he starts looking through everything all over 
again. 

By the end of the story, the mouse seems content but still full of energy. Even though 
he has had a busy day, his excitement never fades. His emotions drive his actions, 
making his school day full of unexpected twists. Just like real students, the mouse 
experiences curiosity, joy, and forgetfulness—showing that emotions play a big role 
in how we go through our day. 


