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Heritage's Last Stand 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Elena's unique heritage and connection to the Earth symbolized 

the theme of environmental stewardship by highlighting the 

power of heritage and culture in guiding people toward 

sustainable practices and environmental preservation. Her 

heritage provided the knowledge and wisdom needed to heal 

the planet. 

2. The story suggests that individuals from diverse cultures can unite 

and use their unique strengths and heritage to address global 

challenges. It emphasizes the importance of collaboration and 

shared values in creating a better future for all. 

3. The story explored this idea by showing how the Guardians of the 

Earth drew inspiration and guidance from their Hispanic 

heritage's ancient teachings to address the contemporary 

problem of environmental degradation. It demonstrated that 

the wisdom of the past can be a valuable resource for shaping 

a more positive future. 

 

 


