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Brushes of Heritage 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Aiyana's discovery of the old book sparked their connection with 
their Indigenous heritage by providing them with a tangible link 
to their culture. The book's intricate paintings and drawings 
inspired Aiyana's creativity and curiosity, leading them to explore 
their cultural roots through art. This discovery transformed 
Aiyana's perspective and identity, helping them see the world 
through the lens of their heritage and connecting them with the 
stories of their ancestors. 

2. Aiyana's art played a transformative role within the community 
by acting as a cultural beacon. Their paintings served as a visual 
representation of their heritage, drawing people together to 
share stories and experiences. Elders and children alike were 
inspired to engage in discussions about their traditions, creating 
a sense of unity and cultural preservation. Aiyana's art became 
a bridge between generations, enabling the passing down of 
cultural wisdom. 

3. During the bonfire gathering, Aiyana conveyed the message 
that storytelling through art was a powerful means of preserving 
and passing down the wisdom of their ancestors. Their words 
inspired the villagers by reminding them of the importance of 
their cultural heritage and the role of each individual in 
contributing to its preservation. Aiyana's message fostered a 
sense of unity and purpose within the community. 

4. The mural created by the community symbolized unity and the 
enduring power of storytelling. It represented the collective 
identity of the villagers and their commitment to preserving their 
culture for future generations. The mural combined the stories 
and experiences of the community members, illustrating the 
diverse aspects of their heritage. It served as a visual reminder of 
their shared history and the importance of storytelling in 
connecting with their roots. 

 

 

 


