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Anne Sullivan: The Miracle Worker 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Anne Sullivan's most significant accomplishment was teaching 

Helen Keller to communicate effectively despite her deafness 

and blindness. She used methods such as finger-spelling, tactile 

sign language, and braille to help Helen understand and express 

herself. Anne's patience and dedication were instrumental in 

Helen's success. 

2. Anne Sullivan faced significant challenges during her early life, 

including growing up in poverty, experiencing poor health, and 

undergoing surgeries to regain her eyesight. These challenges 

shaped her resilience and determination to overcome obstacles 

and help others. 

3. Anne Sullivan's significance in history lies in her transformation of 

Helen Keller from a disconnected and isolated child into an 

educated writer, speaker, and advocate for the disabled. Her 

work paved the way for improved understanding and support 

for individuals with disabilities. 

4. Anne Sullivan used tactile sign language, finger-spelling, and the 

manual alphabet to teach Helen Keller to communicate. She 

patiently spelled words into Helen's hand, helping her associate 

words with objects and concepts. Anne's innovative techniques 

allowed Helen to grasp language and express herself effectively. 

 

 


