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The Great Cafeteria Cook-Off 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The rivalry between Pleasantville Elementary and Pleasantville 

Middle School brought their schools and the town together 

because it encouraged friendly competition and a sense of 

community. Even though there was no clear winner, the shared 

title of "Best Lunch Provider in Pleasantville" emphasized unity 

and cooperation rather than division. 

2. Food competitions like the Great Cafeteria Cook-Off can be a 

fun and positive way to foster camaraderie and community spirit 

because they bring people together over a shared love for food. 

They promote teamwork, creativity, and the joy of sharing 

culinary skills, making everyone feel connected and valued. 

3. Answers will vary. Students may choose dishes they enjoy making 

or ones that represent their cultural background. The reasons for 

their choices could include taste, tradition, or a personal 

connection to the dish. 

4. Other friendly competitions that schools or communities could 

organize to bring people together might include a talent show, 

a sports day, a community art project, or a charity event. These 

events can encourage collaboration, teamwork, and a sense of 

belonging. 

 

 

 


