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Lasting Impact 
Since its publication in 1967, The Outsiders by 
S.E. Hinton has remained one of the most 
popular and influential books for young 
readers. Even though it was written decades 
ago, the novel’s themes, characters, and 
messages continue to connect with readers 
today. 

One reason The Outsiders has remained 
popular is its relatable characters. Ponyboy, 
the main character, is thoughtful, kind, and 

struggles with fitting in—just like many teenagers today. He is a Greaser, part of a 
group of boys from the poorer side of town, but he does not always feel like he 
belongs. Readers see his journey as he tries to understand who he is and where 
he fits in the world. Many young people go through the same struggles with 
identity and belonging, making Ponyboy’s story timeless. 

The book also explores themes that are still important today, such as friendship, 
loss, and social divisions. The Greasers and the Socs, the two rival groups in the 
novel, come from different backgrounds, which causes them to fight and 
misunderstand each other. This theme is still relevant because people today are 
often judged by how much money they have, where they live, or how they look. 
The Outsiders teaches readers that people are more than just their social group 
and that understanding others can lead to kindness instead of conflict. 

Another reason The Outsiders is so influential is that it was one of the first young 
adult novels to be written by a teenager for teenagers. S.E. Hinton was only 16 
years old when she started writing the book. She wrote honestly about the 
struggles and emotions of young people, which made the book feel real and 
different from other books at the time. 

Finally, The Outsiders has remained popular because of its powerful message. By 
the end of the novel, Ponyboy learns an important lesson: people should not be 
judged by their background, and everyone experiences struggles. The book 
encourages readers to "stay gold," meaning to hold onto kindness and hope even 
in a difficult world. This message continues to inspire readers of all ages. 

Because of its relatable characters, important themes, and meaningful message, 
The Outsiders remains a book that people continue to read and love for 
generations. 


