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Timeless Hamlet 
More than 400 years after it was 
written, Hamlet is still one of the most 
famous plays in the world. Why has 
this story lasted so long? The answer 
lies in its powerful themes—ideas that 
still matter today. Hamlet explores 
emotions like grief, betrayal, and 
doubt, which are feelings that 
people have faced throughout 
history. 

One of the biggest themes in Hamlet 
is indecision. Prince Hamlet struggles 

to make choices. After learning that his uncle, Claudius, may have killed his 
father, Hamlet wants revenge, but he is afraid of making the wrong decision. 
Many people today also struggle with making choices, wondering if they are 
doing the right thing. 

Another major theme is family conflict. Hamlet is angry with his mother, 
Gertrude, for marrying Claudius so soon after his father’s death. He also argues 
with Ophelia and her family. Even today, families can have disagreements, 
and people may feel confused or betrayed by the actions of those they love. 

The play also explores appearance vs. reality—the idea that things are not 
always what they seem. Claudius pretends to be a kind and loving king, but in 
reality, he has a dark secret. Hamlet himself pretends to be mad so he can 
investigate the truth. Today, people still struggle with figuring out who to trust, 
especially in a world filled with social media and misleading information. 

Finally, Hamlet deals with big life questions. In his famous “To be or not to be” 
speech, Hamlet wonders if life is worth living. He is deeply sad and feels unsure 
about the future. Many people today also face moments of doubt and 
sadness, wondering what their purpose is. 

Shakespeare’s Hamlet has lasted for centuries because its themes are still 
relatable. People still deal with loss, difficult choices, and figuring out the truth. 
Whether in the past or in the modern world, Hamlet’s struggles remind us that 
human emotions do not change, even if the world around us does. 
 


