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Chain Reaction 
Have you ever played a game where 
one action causes another, which then 
leads to something else? That’s called a 
cause-and-effect relationship, and it’s 
exactly how If You Take a Mouse to 
School by Laura Numeroff works! The 
book follows a curious little mouse who 
goes on a school adventure. But this isn’t 
just any school trip—every action Mouse 
takes causes another event to happen, 
leading to a funny chain reaction. 

At the start, the boy takes Mouse to 
school, but Mouse quickly gets interested in what’s around him. First, he asks for a 
lunchbox. Once he sees what’s inside, he wants to make his own sandwich. But 
to do that, he needs a notebook to write a shopping list. Of course, if he has a 
notebook, he’ll also need pencils. And once he has pencils, he’ll want to draw a 
picture. Every time Mouse gets something new, it reminds him of another thing he 
wants or needs. One small action leads to a bigger adventure! 

These cause-and-effect moments make the story exciting and fun. Readers love 
seeing how one small request from Mouse leads to something unexpected. For 
example, when Mouse wants to build a project, he gets so excited that he makes 
a huge mess in the classroom! Because of that mess, he has to clean up, and 
cleaning up reminds him that he needs more supplies. The pattern continues until, 
finally, he remembers his lunchbox again—bringing the story full circle. 

Understanding cause and effect helps readers predict what might happen next. 
When Mouse asks for something, it’s easy to guess that his next request will lead 
to another one. But even though the pattern is clear, it’s always surprising to see 
where Mouse’s excitement will take him next. 

The book teaches us that small actions can have big results. If the boy had never 
taken Mouse to school, none of these funny events would have happened! 
Mouse’s enthusiasm creates a domino effect—one thing leads to another, and 
before you know it, a simple trip to school turns into an adventure. So, next time 
you do something small, think about what might happen next. Just like in the 
book, even tiny choices can lead to big surprises! 

 


