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Dwight D. Eisenhower: The General Turned President
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Dwight D. Eisenhower's military career was distinguished by his
role as Supreme Commander of the Allied Expeditionary Force
during World Watr Il. In this critical position, he led the planning
and execution of the D-Day invasion in Normandy, which played
a pivotal role in the Allied victory in Europe. His leadership,
strategic acumen, and ability to coordinate the efforts of various
Allied nations were instrumental in the success of this massive
military operation.

2. The Cold War was a major challenge during Dwight D.
Eisenhower's presidency, characterized by the fear of nuclear
conflict and the spread of communism. To manage this,
Eisenhower pursued a policy of containment to limit the
expansion of Soviet influence. He also focused on building the
United States' nuclear arsenal as a deterrent. The fear of nuclear
conflict was a constant concern, as both the U.S. and the Soviet
Union possessed nuclear weapons, and the world was on edge

during this period.
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3. Dwight D. Eisenhower's impact on civil rights was significant. He
supported civil rights by signing the Civil Rights Act of 1957 into
law. This act aimed to protect voting rights for African Americans
and establish a federal commission to investigate civil rights
violations. While this was a positive step, he faced opposition
from Southern politicians who resisted desegregation and civil
rights advancements. Nonetheless, Eisenhower's support marked
a significant moment in the early civil rights movement.

4. The legacy of Dwight D. Eisenhower is enduring. He s
remembered as a leader who successfully transitioned from a
distinguished military career to the presidency, bringing his
leadership skills to both roles. His contributions to the construction
of the Interstate Highway System continue to impact
transportation and commerce in the United States. Additionally,
his support for civil rights legislation set the stage for future
advancements in civil rights. Eisenhower's legacy is one of
leadership, integrity, and a commitment to the well-being of the

nation.
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