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Wangari Maathai: The Green Champion 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Wangari Maathai's Green Belt Movement had significant 

impact. By planting trees, it helped combat deforestation, soil 

erosion, and provided a source of firewood and income for 

women. It also empowered women by educating them about 

environmental conservation and encouraging them to start their 

businesses. 

2. Wangari Maathai faced challenges when she stood up for the 

environment in the 1970s, including opposition from a 

government that wanted to cut down forests for development. 

Her actions led to her arrest and physical attacks. Despite these 

challenges, she continued her efforts because of her dedication 

to the environment and women's rights. 

3. Wangari Maathai won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004 for her 

outstanding contributions to promoting environmental 

conservation by planting trees, fostering peace by addressing 

the root causes of conflict, and advocating for women's rights 

and empowerment in Kenya and beyond. 

4. Wangari Maathai's legacy lives on through the Green Belt 

Movement, which continues to plant trees, protect the 

environment, and empower women in Kenya and other 

countries. The organization's work remains essential for 

environmental sustainability and gender equality. 

 


