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The Hanukkah Mystery of Puzzle Island 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The Goldstein family was motivated to embark on an adventure 
on Puzzle Island during Hanukkah because they sought a unique 
and meaningful way to celebrate the holiday. Their experience 
challenged them by requiring teamwork, problem-solving, and 
perseverance, while also inspiring them with the beauty of 
discovery and the importance of traditions. 

2. Each clue and puzzle on Puzzle Island was connected to 
Hanukkah traditions and values. For example, the first clue was 
related to finding the key to light the Hanukkah candles, 
emphasizing the importance of lighting the menorah. The 
challenges encouraged them to explore the island's natural 
beauty, mirroring the Maccabees' journey. The puzzles also 
promoted the idea that solving problems together can lead to 
success, reflecting the value of teamwork in Hanukkah 
celebrations. 

3. The Goldstein family's Hanukkah adventure on Puzzle Island 
deepened their understanding of Hanukkah by teaching them 
important life lessons. They learned that perseverance and 
teamwork can lead to success, and they discovered the joy of 
exploring new traditions and stories. Their relationships with each 
other grew stronger as they faced challenges together and 
celebrated their achievements. 

4. If I were a member of the Goldstein family on Puzzle Island, I 
would have felt a sense of accomplishment and wonder as we 
completed the final puzzle and lit the eighth Hanukkah candle. 
I would have been filled with gratitude for the experience and a 
deeper appreciation of Hanukkah's traditions and values. The 
island's natural beauty and the ancient menorah would have 
left a lasting impression on me, making this Hanukkah 
celebration truly memorable. 


