
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Valentina Tereshkova: The First Woman in Space 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Valentina Tereshkova's historic journey into space was significant 
as it broke gender barriers and demonstrated that women could 
excel in space exploration. Her mission sent a powerful message 
of gender equality and inspired women worldwide. It 
showcased that women could contribute to fields traditionally 
dominated by men. Her journey symbolized progress in gender 
equality and served as a source of inspiration for future 
generations of female scientists and astronauts. 

2. Valentina Tereshkova had to overcome various challenges on 
her journey to becoming an astronaut. She faced rigorous 
training, including physical and psychological tests, to prepare 
for space travel. Additionally, the risks associated with space 
travel were considerable, but her determination and bravery led 
her to success. Her training and the challenges she faced 
shaped her into a resilient and fearless astronaut. 

3. Valentina Tereshkova's mission had a lasting impact on the field 
of space exploration and science. Her journey contributed 
valuable information on how humans could live and work in 
space, which was crucial for future space missions. Her success 
paved the way for more women to enter the field of space 
exploration, helping diversify the astronaut corps. Her legacy 
continues to inspire young people to pursue careers in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields. 

4. Valentina Tereshkova's legacy continues to inspire people 
today, especially young girls who aspire to careers in science 
and space exploration. Her story serves as a symbol of progress 
in gender equality, encouraging girls to pursue their dreams and 
break down barriers. Her bravery and dedication are a 
testament to the idea that anyone, regardless of their gender, 
can achieve their goals in the field of science and space 
exploration. 

 

 

 


