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Brushes of Joy 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. In "Brushes of Joy," creativity and self-expression play a central 
role in strengthening the bond between Lily and her children. 
Lily's rediscovery of her passion for art not only allowed her to 
connect with her children on a deeper level but also provided 
them with a platform to express themselves. The story 
underscores the importance of nurturing creativity within 
families, as it fosters understanding, communication, and shared 
experiences. It teaches us that engaging in creative activities 
can create lasting memories and bring joy to our lives. 

2. The story highlights the theme of family bonding and shared 
experiences through creative activities. Painting together 
allowed Lily and her children to spend quality time as a family, 
fostering a stronger connection. Engaging in similar activities, 
such as cooking, gardening, or playing music, can provide 
families with opportunities to create lasting memories and 
strengthen their relationships. 

3. Art in the story serves as a transformative power that positively 
impacts Lily's life and her family's life. It brings joy, self-expression, 
and unity to their household. Engaging in creative activities can 
provide an outlet for emotions, reduce stress, and enhance 
overall well-being. The story reminds us of the therapeutic and 
uplifting effects of art in our lives. 

4. "Brushes of Joy" illustrates the value of rediscovering one's 
passions. Lily's journey to rediscover her love for art not only 
brought her personal fulfillment but also had a positive ripple 
effect on her family. It showcases the idea that pursuing one's 
interests and passions can lead to a happier and more 
connected family life. It encourages readers to explore their own 
passions and the potential impact on their families and 
relationships. 


