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A Nation Divided 
Open-Ended Response Questions 
1. Why do you think Lincoln’s election was the final reason for the South to 

secede? 

 

2. If Lincoln had promised to allow slavery in new states, do you think the South 
would have stayed in the Union? Why or why not? 

 

3. Why do you think some Southerners believed they needed their own country? 

 

4. How do you think Lincoln felt when the Southern states seceded? 

 

 

 


