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A Modern Fairy Tale 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald 
Dahl shares many qualities with classic fairy 
tales. Like traditional stories, it teaches 
important moral lessons through magical 
settings, exaggerated characters, and clear 
consequences for good and bad behavior. 
The novel feels like a fairy tale, but it also has a 
unique, modern twist. 

In many fairy tales, good characters are 
rewarded while bad ones are punished. For 

example, in Cinderella, the kind and humble Cinderella is mistreated by her 
greedy stepsisters, but in the end, she marries the prince and they are left behind. 
Similarly, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory follows this pattern. Charlie, who is 
kind, respectful, and humble, wins Willy Wonka’s factory, while the selfish, greedy, 
and rude children suffer consequences for their bad behavior. Augustus Gloop’s 
gluttony leads to him getting stuck in a chocolate pipe, Veruca Salt’s selfishness 
results in her being tossed down a garbage chute, and Violet Beauregarde’s 
arrogance turns her into a giant blueberry. These punishments resemble those in 
fairy tales, where characters learn lessons the hard way. 

Another similarity between the book and fairy tales is the presence of a magical 
setting. Classic fairy tales often take place in enchanted castles, dark forests, or 
mysterious lands. In Dahl’s novel, Willy Wonka’s chocolate factory is like a fairy tale 
kingdom filled with wonder. It has a chocolate river, candies that never run out, 
and Oompa-Loompas who sing clever songs. Just as fairy tale characters must 
navigate magical worlds filled with tests and surprises, the children in Wonka’s 
factory must prove themselves worthy of their golden tickets. 

However, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory differs from traditional fairy tales 
because its lessons focus on modern values. Instead of warnings about witches or 
curses, Dahl teaches lessons about greed, selfishness, and bad manners. The book 
also includes humor, making the story fun rather than frightening. The Oompa-
Loompas’ songs, for example, turn each child’s misfortune into a funny rhyme, 
unlike the dark punishments often found in older fairy tales. 

Through its mix of magic, moral lessons, and humor, Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory feels like a fairy tale for modern readers. It reminds us that good behavior 
is always rewarded and that bad choices have consequences, just like the classic 
stories told for generations. 


