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The Amazing Aardvark 
Have you ever heard of an aardvark? This 
unique animal might not be as famous as 
a lion or an elephant, but it is just as 
fascinating! Aardvarks are mammals that 
live in Africa. They are known for their 
unusual appearance and incredible 
digging skills. Let’s learn more about these 
amazing creatures. 

An aardvark has a body that might remind 
you of several animals combined. It has a 

long snout like a pig, big ears like a rabbit, and a thick tail similar to a 
kangaroo’s. Aardvarks are medium-sized animals, growing to about four feet 
long and weighing around 100 pounds. They are covered in tough, grayish-
brown skin and have strong, sharp claws that help them dig. 

One of the most important things to know about aardvarks is their diet. 
Aardvarks are insectivores, which means they mainly eat insects. Their favorite 
food is termites! They use their powerful claws to dig into termite mounds and 
their long, sticky tongues to scoop up hundreds of termites in just a few minutes. 
An aardvark’s tongue can be as long as 12 inches! 

Aardvarks are nocturnal, meaning they are most active at night. During the 
day, they sleep in burrows that they dig themselves. These burrows are not only 
homes for aardvarks but also provide shelter for other animals when aardvarks 
leave. Aardvarks are excellent diggers and can create a burrow in just a few 
hours. 

Despite their strange look, aardvarks are very important to their environment. 
By eating termites, they help keep termite populations under control, which 
protects trees and plants from damage. Their burrows also give shelter to 
animals like snakes and wild dogs. 

Unfortunately, aardvarks face threats in the wild. Habitat loss and hunting are 
major problems for them. Efforts are being made to protect these animals and 
their habitats so they can continue playing their vital role in the ecosystem. 

Now that you know more about aardvarks, you can see why they are such 
fascinating creatures. They may not be the most well-known animals, but they 
are certainly one of the most interesting! 


