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Where Does an Aardvark Live? 
Aardvarks are fascinating creatures that live in 
Africa. They can be found in many parts of the 
continent, from grasslands and savannas to 
woodlands and bushy areas. These animals 
prefer habitats that offer plenty of soft soil for 
digging and a good supply of their favorite 
food: termites and ants. 

One of the key features of an aardvark’s 
habitat is loose, sandy soil. This type of soil 

makes it easier for aardvarks to dig their burrows, which they use for sleeping 
and hiding from predators. Aardvarks are expert diggers, and they can create 
a burrow in just a few hours. These burrows are not only homes for aardvarks 
but also provide shelter for other animals, like snakes and small mammals, 
when aardvarks move on. 

Aardvarks are nocturnal animals, which means they are active at night. During 
the day, they stay in their cool, dark burrows to avoid the heat. At night, they 
come out to search for food. This behavior helps them survive in the warm 
climates where they live. 

Aardvarks are not picky about the specific type of vegetation in their habitat, 
as long as the area has enough termites and ants. They can live in regions with 
sparse grass, scattered trees, or even areas with thorny bushes. However, you 
won’t find aardvarks in deserts or very wet rainforests because these 
environments do not support enough termites and ants for them to eat. 

Aardvarks are found across sub-Saharan Africa, from countries like Kenya and 
Tanzania to South Africa. They are solitary animals, meaning they live and 
travel alone. This lifestyle helps them avoid competition for food and space in 
their habitat. 

By living in these diverse environments, aardvarks play an important role in their 
ecosystems. They help control insect populations and improve soil health with 
their digging. Their burrows also create shelters for other animals, making them 
valuable members of the animal kingdom. 

Now that you know more about where aardvarks live and what they need to 
survive, you can appreciate how these animals are perfectly adapted to their 
homes in the wild. 


