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What Does an Aardvark Look Like? 
Have you ever seen an aardvark? This 
animal is one of the most unique creatures 
on Earth! Aardvarks live in Africa and are 
known for their unusual appearance. Let’s 
explore what makes them look so special. 

An aardvark has a body that might remind 
you of a mix of different animals. Its snout is 
long and shaped like a pig’s, which helps it 
sniff out food. Its ears are large and upright, 

much like a rabbit’s, and its tail is thick and strong, resembling a kangaroo’s 
tail. Aardvarks have four short legs with sharp claws that are perfect for 
digging. Their skin is tough and grayish-brown, which helps protect them 
from the hot sun and scratches while they dig. 

Aardvarks are medium-sized animals. They typically grow to about four feet 
long, including their tail, and they weigh around 100 pounds. While they 
don’t have bright colors or patterns, their unique features make them stand 
out. Aardvarks do not have stripes, spots, or horns, but they do have a very 
special body part: their tongue. An aardvark’s tongue can be up to 12 
inches long and is sticky, making it perfect for scooping up termites and 
ants, which are their favorite foods. 

One interesting thing about aardvarks is that their claws are so strong that 
they can dig through hard soil quickly. This ability helps them create burrows 
to live in and find food. Their burrows also serve as shelters for other animals 
when aardvarks move on. Aardvarks are nocturnal, meaning they are 
active at night. They use their excellent sense of smell and hearing to search 
for food in the dark. 

Even though they might not look like other African animals, aardvarks play 
an important role in their environment. By eating termites and ants, they 
help keep insect populations under control. Their digging also helps 
improve soil quality and provides homes for other creatures. 

Now that you know more about what an aardvark looks like, you can see 
why it is such a fascinating animal. Its unusual features and helpful role in 
the ecosystem make it truly one of a kind. 


