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Ace Your Volleyball Skills: Different Ways to Hit and Serve the Ball! 
Volleyball is an exciting and fast-paced sport that 

involves teams of players working together to score 

points. To be successful in volleyball, it's crucial to 

understand the various ways to hit the ball and 

serve it effectively. In this article, we'll explore the 

different ways to hit a volleyball and the various 

types of volleyball serves. 

Different Ways to Hit a Volleyball 

Hitting a volleyball is a fundamental skill in the game, and there are several 

techniques to do it effectively. Here are some of the primary ways to hit a 

volleyball: 

• The Bump (or Pass): The bump is one of the most basic techniques in 

volleyball. To perform a bump, you use your forearms to strike the ball, 

usually below your waist. The bump is typically used for receiving serves or 

passing the ball to a teammate for a set or spike. 

• The Set: The set is a precise and controlled way to direct the ball to a 

specific location for a teammate to attack. To perform a set, you use your 

fingertips to gently push the ball upward. It's commonly used by the setter 

to set up a spike or a quick attack. 

• The Spike: The spike is a powerful offensive move that aims to send the ball 

over the net and into the opponent's court with force. To execute a spike, 

a player jumps and hits the ball with a strong, overhead, and downward 

motion. Timing and accuracy are crucial for a successful spike. 

• The Block: Blocking is a defensive move used to stop or redirect an 

opponent's attack at the net. Players jump and reach their hands over the 

net to intercept the ball. Successful blocking requires good timing and 

positioning. 
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• The Dig: The dig is a defensive technique used to save a ball that's heading 

downward with a lot of speed and force. To dig, players use their forearms 

to send the ball back up, allowing their team to continue the rally. 

Different Volleyball Serves 

Serving is how a volleyball match begins and restarts after each point. There are 

various types of serves, each with its own unique characteristics. Here are some 

common volleyball serves: 

• Underhand Serve: This is the simplest serve, often used by beginners. To 

perform an underhand serve, stand with one foot forward and strike the 

ball with your open palm from below waist level. The goal is to get the ball 

over the net and into the opponent's court. 

• Overhand Serve (Float Serve): The overhand serve is a more advanced 

technique. It involves tossing the ball into the air and hitting it with a closed 

fist, creating a "floating" effect that makes it challenging for the receiver to 

predict the ball's path. Accuracy and consistency are crucial for this serve. 

• Topspin Serve: The topspin serve is designed to make the ball dip sharply 

and quickly over the net, making it difficult to receive. To execute a topspin 

serve, players strike the ball with an open hand, generating topspin by 

snapping their wrist forward as they hit the ball. 

• Jump Serve: The jump serve is one of the most powerful serves in volleyball. 

Players toss the ball into the air and jump as they strike it. This serve can 

reach high speeds but requires excellent timing and technique. 

• Jump Float Serve: Similar to the jump serve, the jump float serve combines 

power and unpredictability. It is characterized by a slightly softer hit, which 

creates a floating trajectory that can trouble the receiving team. 

 

 

 


