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Famous Pennsylvanians: A Legacy of Achievers 
Pennsylvania has been the birthplace of many 
individuals who have left an indelible mark on history 
in various fields. From inventors and athletes to 
politicians and artists, let's explore the famous people 
who originated from the Keystone State. 

Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) 

One of the Founding Fathers of the United States, 
Benjamin Franklin was born in Boston, Massachusetts, 

but spent most of his life in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He was a polymath, known 
for his contributions as an author, printer, inventor (with inventions like the lightning 
rod and bifocals), scientist, and diplomat. Franklin played a vital role in drafting 
the U.S. Constitution. 

Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919) 

Born in Scotland and later immigrating to Pennsylvania, Andrew Carnegie 
became one of the richest Americans in history. He was a steel magnate who 
used his wealth to fund libraries, schools, and other public institutions. His 
philanthropic efforts left a lasting legacy. 

Rachel Carson (1907-1964) 

Rachel Carson, a marine biologist and conservationist, was born in Springdale, 
Pennsylvania. Her groundbreaking book, "Silent Spring," highlighted the dangers 
of pesticides and helped launch the modern environmental movement. 

Fred Rogers (1928-2003) 

Known to generations as Mister Rogers, Fred Rogers was a beloved television 
personality, puppeteer, and educator. He hosted the iconic children's program 
"Mister Rogers' Neighborhood," which promoted kindness, understanding, and 
education. 

Wilt Chamberlain (1936-1999) 

Wilt Chamberlain, a basketball legend, was born in Philadelphia. He is 
remembered as one of the greatest basketball players of all time, known for his 
scoring records and dominance on the court. 

 



Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Mary Cassatt (1844-1926) 

Mary Cassatt was an American Impressionist painter born in Allegheny City, 
Pennsylvania (now part of Pittsburgh). Her works, particularly her depictions of 
mothers and children, are celebrated for their beauty and emotional depth. 

Thaddeus Stevens (1792-1868) 

Thaddeus Stevens, a key figure in the U.S. House of Representatives during the 
Civil War and Reconstruction eras, was born in Danville, Vermont. He played a 
crucial role in advocating for civil rights and equal protection under the law. 

Taylor Swift (Born 1989) 

A modern pop icon, Taylor Swift was born in Reading, Pennsylvania. She is a 
Grammy-winning singer-songwriter known for her chart-topping albums and hit 
songs. 

Jonas Salk (1914-1995) 

Jonas Salk, born in New York City but associated with Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
developed the first effective polio vaccine. His work helped eradicate the disease 
in the United States and around the world. 

James Buchanan (1791-1868) 

James Buchanan, a native of Cove Gap, Pennsylvania, served as the 15th 
President of the United States. His presidency was marked by the growing tensions 
that eventually led to the American Civil War. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


