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A Fateful Encounter: Act 1 of 'Romeo and Juliet' 
Short Answer Key 

1. The feud between the Montagues and the Capulets is a long-standing 

conflict that has brought unrest to the city of Verona. It has resulted in 

violence and tensions between the two families, as well as consequences 

such as the Prince's warning and the possibility of further disturbances being 

punished severely. 

2. Act 1, Scene 4 has a lighthearted and festive mood as Romeo and his 

friends prepare for the Capulet's masquerade ball. Mercutio's monologue 

contributes to this mood by infusing humor and imagination into the scene, 

making it lively and entertaining. 

3. The significance of Romeo and Juliet's first meeting is that it marks the 

moment when they fall in love at first sight, despite being from feuding 

families. The irony lies in the fact that they are unaware of each other's true 

identities as members of rival houses. 

4. Juliet's nurse demonstrates her affection and concern for Juliet by 

searching for her and ensuring she is prepared for the ball. She also shares 

a close and playful relationship with Juliet, as evidenced by their banter. 

5. In Act 1, Romeo's infatuation with Rosaline is characterized by his intense 

but unreciprocated love. He is melancholic and consumed by his emotions. 

However, upon meeting Juliet, his feelings quickly shift to love, and he 

experiences an immediate connection and attraction. 


