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Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. In Act 2, the theme of love is portrayed as intense and
transformative. Romeo and Juliet's feelings for each other
deepen as they declare their love and make plans to marry.
Their love challenges societal norms as they are wiling to defy
their families and risk everything for each other.

2. Friar Laurence serves as a mentor to Romeo and Juliet in Act 2.
He is motivated by the hope that their love will end the feud, but
his actions also set in motion the tragic events of the play. He
plays a complex role as both a well-intentioned counselor and a
catalyst for the unfolding drama.

3. Secrecy is a prominent theme in Act 2, as Romeo and Juliet must
keep their love and marriage hidden from their families. This
theme adds tension and suspense to the play, as the
consequences of their secret love become increasingly dire.

4. The balcony scene in Act 2 is significant because it reveals the
depth of Romeo and Juliet's love and their wilingness to defy the
odds for each other. It also showcases their ability to
communicate their feelings eloquently, and it leaves a lasting

impression on the audience, setting the tone for the rest of the

play.
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