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Rising Against the Current 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Maya Rodriguez was inspired to become a prominent political 
figure in Harmonyville because she witnessed the systemic biases 
and prejudices faced by marginalized communities in her town. 
She saw the need for change and was determined to make a 
difference, so she decided to challenge the status quo and 
advocate for justice. 

2. Maya's campaign focused on key issues such as equal job 
opportunities, affordable housing, and better education for her 
community. She believed that addressing these issues would 
help create a more equitable and inclusive Harmonyville. 

3. Maya's victory in the election was significant for her community 
because she became the first person from a marginalized 
community to hold a seat on the town council. Her win 
symbolized progress and a voice for those who had been 
marginalized for generations. 

4. Maya's determination and resilience contributed to her success 
as a council member by allowing her to overcome challenges 
during her campaign and advocate effectively for the issues she 
cared about. She remained steadfast in her commitment to her 
community, even in the face of adversity. 

5. Maya inspired others to join her cause through her passionate 
speeches and dedication to addressing the needs of 
marginalized communities. Her authenticity and unwavering 
commitment resonated with people, motivating them to support 
her campaign and work together for positive change. 

 

 

 

 


