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Unlocking Earth's Secrets: How Geologists Determine Rock and Earth's 
Age 
Short Answer 

1. Explain the Law of Superposition and its importance in relative dating. 

 

2. What is dendrochronology, and how does it help scientists determine the age 
of wooden artifacts? 

 

3. Describe how radiometric dating works and the types of elements used in this 
method. 

 

4. How does the concept of cross-cutting relationships assist geologists in 
understanding Earth's history? 

 

5. Why is the discovery of Earth's age through radiometric dating significant for 
our understanding of our planet's history? 

 


