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Alan Shepard: The First American in Space 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Alan Shepard's suborbital flight aboard Freedom 7 was a pivotal moment 

in America's journey into space. It marked the country's first human venture 

beyond Earth's atmosphere. While it was a relatively short flight, it 

demonstrated the feasibility of manned spaceflight and boosted national 

morale during the Space Race. Shepard's courage and pioneering spirit 

opened the door for future space exploration missions and laid the 

foundation for America's continued involvement in space. 

2. Answers will vary, but questions to ask Alan Shepard might include inquiries 

about his thoughts and emotions during his historic mission, his experiences 

on the Moon during Apollo 14, and his motivations for advocating for space 

exploration and education. 

3. Alan Shepard's advocacy for space exploration and science education is 

crucial because it helps inspire and educate future generations about the 

wonders of space and the importance of STEM (science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics) fields. By sharing his passion and 

knowledge, Shepard encourages young people to dream big, pursue 

careers in space-related fields, and contribute to the advancement of 

human knowledge and exploration beyond our planet. 

4. Alan Shepard's success as an astronaut and his lasting impact on space 

exploration can be attributed to his strong educational background, his 

experience as a fighter pilot, his determination, and his ability to stay calm 

under pressure. His unwavering dedication to space exploration and 

education allowed him to inspire others and contribute significantly to the 

progress of humanity's reach into space. 

 

 

 


