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The Influence of Alcohol Advertising: What You Need to Know 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The power of persuasion in alcohol advertising lies in its ability to create 
positive associations with alcohol. For example, advertisements often 
depict people having a great time, making it seem like drinking is the key 
to happiness. They use imagery, music, and slogans to persuade viewers 
that consuming a particular alcoholic beverage will enhance their social 
life or make them more attractive. By creating these positive associations, 
advertisers influence perceptions of alcohol, making it appear glamorous 
and exciting. 

2. Alcohol advertising can imply that drinking is a normal and socially 
acceptable activity, fostering social acceptance. When individuals see 
friends or celebrities in alcohol ads, they may feel pressured to drink to fit in 
or be like them, leading to peer pressure. These factors can influence 
individuals' decisions about drinking by making them believe that everyone 
is doing it and that drinking is a way to belong or be cool. They may 
succumb to peer pressure and engage in drinking, even if they initially had 
reservations. 

3. Having reliable information about the effects of alcohol on health and well-
being is crucial because it provides individuals with a balanced 
perspective. This knowledge helps individuals understand the potential risks 
associated with alcohol consumption, including health issues, addiction, 
and accidents. Armed with this information, individuals can make informed 
and responsible choices about drinking. They can weigh the perceived 
benefits shown in advertisements against the known risks, making decisions 
that prioritize their well-being. 

4. Critical thinking plays a vital role in evaluating alcohol advertising messages 
because it encourages individuals to question and analyze what they see. 
It's important to look beyond the glamour presented in ads because these 
messages are designed to sell a product and may not show the whole truth. 
By critically assessing advertisements, individuals can consider the potential 
risks and consequences of alcohol consumption, including impaired 
judgment, health issues, and legal problems. This helps them make 
responsible choices that prioritize their safety and well-being over the 
enticing images portrayed in ads. 

 


