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In Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin
Jr. and John Archambault, letters of the
alphabet take part in an exciting adventure.
But beyond the fun rhymes and playful
illustrations, the book also teaches young
readers an important skill—understanding
order and structure. By following the
sequence of events in the story, children
develop an awareness of how things
happen step by step, just like the way letters
follow one another in the alphabet.

At the beginning of the story, the lowercase letters start climbing the coconut
tree. They do not climb randomly; instead, they go in alphabetical order. First
comes “a,” then “b,” then “c,” and so on. This sequence helps children
recognize the proper order of letters in a fun and engaging way. Instead of
memorizing the alphabet in a dull, repetitive manner, kids see the letters come
to life as they race up the tree.

But what happens when all the letters pile on? The tree begins to shake, and
soon, there are too many letters at the top. Suddenly—BOOM!—all of them
come tumbling down. This dramatic moment is an example of cause and
effect: when too many letters climb, the tree can no longer hold them, so they
fall. Understanding cause and effect helps young readers make sense of how
actions lead to consequences, a key part of building strong reading and
thinking skills.

After the big fall, the uppercase letters arrive to help the lowercase ones. This
part of the story shows another sequence—a problem happens, then a
solution follows. This teaches young readers that stories, just like real life, have
a beginning, a middle, and an end.

By following the letters’ journey, children strengthen their ability to recognize
patterns, understand cause and effect, and see how events connect in order.
Whether they are reading a story, solving a math problem, or following
directions, understanding order and structure is a skill they will use every day.
And thanks to Chicka Chicka Boom Boom, they learn it in a way that is both
fun and memorable!
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