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The Reality Alteration Machine 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The activation of the machine triggered a cataclysmic event 

that resulted in the blurring of boundaries between worlds, 

creating surreal landscapes where the laws of physics were 

mutable. It led to a state of flux in which people found 

themselves living in unpredictable and altered realities. 

2. The story explores themes of knowledge and responsibility, the 

consequences of tampering with the fabric of reality, and the 

moral reckoning faced by individuals who hold the power to 

alter the world. It raises questions about the ethical use of 

advanced technology and the potential risks involved. 

3. The story reflects Philip K. Dick's penchant for exploring alternate 

realities, mind-bending concepts, and the impact of advanced 

technology on society. It also delves into the moral and ethical 

dilemmas faced by characters who possess extraordinary 

powers or knowledge. 

 

 

 


