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American Gothic: Unveiling the Story Behind the Painting
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Answers will vary but should demonstrate an understanding of
the farmer's life, values, and the symbolism of the pitchfork.

2. Answers will vary, but questions might include inquiries about
Wood's artistic choices, the message he intended to convey,
and the impact of the painting on American art and culture.

3. Responses will vary. Encourage students to use their creativity to
create a modern interpretation of "American Gothic" that
reflects contemporary rural life and values.

4. "American Gothic" continues to be culturally significant as a
symbol of American identity and artistic expression. Its enduring
appeal lies in its ability to evoke discussion and reflection on rural

life, values, and the American experience.
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