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American Gothic: Unveiling the Story 
Behind the Painting 
Grant Wood's "American Gothic" is a famous 
American painting that has intrigued and puzzled 
art enthusiasts for generations. This iconic artwork, 
created during the 1930s, presents a stark and 
unmistakable image of rural America. Let's delve 
into the details, history, and interpretation of 
"American Gothic." 

The Painting: A Glimpse into Rural America 

"American Gothic" is one of the most recognizable paintings in American art 
history. Painted by Grant Wood in 1930, it captures the essence of rural life in the 
United States during the Great Depression. 

The Composition 

The central figures in the painting are a farmer and his daughter, standing in front 
of a farmhouse. The farmer holds a pitchfork, while the daughter stands beside 
him. Both figures have stern and stoic expressions. 

The Identity of the Subjects 

The man and woman in the painting are modeled after Wood's sister, Nan Wood 
Graham, and his dentist, Dr. Byron McKeeby. They were chosen for their distinctive 
features, which Wood believed exemplified the strong, practical, and 
hardworking people of rural America. 

The Farmhouse 

The farmhouse depicted in the background is a classic example of Gothic 
architecture, with its steeply pitched roof and decorative details. This 
architectural style inspired the title of the painting, "American Gothic." 

The Interpretations 

"American Gothic" has sparked various interpretations over the years. Some view 
it as a celebration of rural American values, while others see it as a commentary 
on the hardships faced by rural communities during the Great Depression. 
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The Expression of the Subjects 

The stern expressions of the farmer and his 
daughter have led to much speculation 
about their emotions. Some believe their 
sternness represents the resilience and 
determination of rural Americans, while 
others interpret it as a sign of their somber 
and unyielding character. 

The Award and Recognition 

Wood's painting won third place and a 
gold medal at the Art Institute of Chicago's 

annual exhibition in 1930. This recognition catapulted "American Gothic" to fame 
and cemented its place in American art history. 

The Satirical Elements 

Grant Wood, known for his wit and humor, included some satirical elements in the 
painting. He wanted viewers to question the conventional values and stereotypes 
associated with rural life. 

The Parodies and Homages 

Over the years, "American Gothic" has been parodied, imitated, and referenced 
in various forms of media, from cartoons and advertisements to film and literature. 
It remains a symbol of American identity and culture. 

The Location and Accessibility 

Today, "American Gothic" is housed at the Art Institute of Chicago, where it 
continues to captivate visitors from around the world who come to witness this 
iconic portrayal of rural America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


