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George Washington's Contributions to the American Revolutionary 
War 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. George Washington's early military experiences, such as serving as a colonel 
in the Virginia militia during the French and Indian War, provided him with 
valuable leadership skills and a foundation for his role as commander-in-chief 
during the American Revolutionary War. Discuss the specific experiences and 
qualities that prepared him for this crucial leadership position. 

 

2. The Siege of Yorktown is considered one of the decisive battles of the 
American Revolutionary War. Explain George Washington's role in this siege, 
including his strategic decisions and contributions, and discuss why the 
surrender of General Cornwallis was significant for American independence. 

 

3. The winter at Valley Forge was a testing period for George Washington and his 
troops. Describe the challenges faced by the Continental Army during this 
encampment and explain how Washington's leadership and actions helped 
the army endure these hardships. 

 

4. George Washington's victory at the Battle of Trenton is celebrated for its 
impact on American morale during the war. Analyze the circumstances of this 
battle, including the surprise attack on Hessian forces, and discuss the effects 
it had on the American Revolutionary War. 

 

5. George Washington is often referred to as the "Father of His Country." Explore 
the reasons behind this title, considering his leadership during the American 
Revolutionary War, his contributions to the formation of the United States, and 
the enduring legacy he left behind. 


