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The Curious Case of the Mysterious Amulet 
Open-ended Response Answer Key  

1. Initially, the amulet's magic positively impacted Emma's life by 

granting her incredible musical talent. However, it eventually 

became a burden as her obsession with music led her to neglect 

her relationships and her own well-being. 

2. Emma decided to renounce her wish because she realized that 

her talent had consumed her life and that true happiness came 

from maintaining a balance between her passion and her 

relationships. She prioritized the love of her friends and family 

over her extraordinary talent. 

3. If Emma had made a different wish with the amulet, the story 

might have unfolded in various ways, depending on the nature 

of her wish. For example, if she had wished for endless riches, the 

story could have explored the consequences of wealth on her 

life. 

4. The amulet symbolizes the pursuit of extraordinary talent or 

desires at the expense of a balanced and fulfilling life. The story 

conveys the message that true happiness is found in 

appreciating and nurturing the relationships and values that 

already exist in one's life. 

 

 

 

 

 


