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Where Do Angelfish Call Home? 
Angelfish are amazing creatures with 
homes that can be found in both 
freshwater and saltwater environments. 
Depending on the type of angelfish, they 
live in very different habitats, each 
providing the perfect setting for them to 
thrive. 

Freshwater angelfish are most commonly 
found in the rivers and streams of South 
America, especially in the Amazon River 

Basin. This area is rich with warm water, gentle currents, and plenty of plants, 
which make it an ideal home. These plants provide hiding spots to keep the 
fish safe from predators. The water in these rivers is also soft and slightly acidic, 
which is exactly what freshwater angelfish need to stay healthy. 

Saltwater angelfish live in a completely different world—the coral reefs of the 
Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian Oceans. Coral reefs are full of bright colors and 
unique shapes, and they are like underwater cities filled with life. These reefs 
are warm and shallow, making them perfect for saltwater angelfish to explore. 
The coral provides protection from larger predators and plenty of spots to find 
food, such as algae and tiny sea creatures. 

Both types of angelfish have homes that are important to their survival. The 
plants in freshwater rivers and the coral in saltwater reefs not only provide food 
and shelter but also help them raise their young. For example, freshwater 
angelfish carefully guard their eggs, which they often attach to a leaf or a 
rock. Saltwater angelfish do something similar by protecting their territory in the 
coral. 

Sadly, many angelfish habitats are in danger. Pollution, climate change, and 
habitat destruction threaten both the Amazon River and coral reefs. 
Protecting these habitats is essential to keeping angelfish safe and ensuring 
they continue to play their role in nature’s balance. 

No matter where they live, angelfish are a beautiful reminder of the diversity 
of life in our world. By learning about their habitats, we can better understand 
the importance of caring for our planet and the creatures that call it home. 
 


