
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

How Angelfish Reproduce 
Angelfish are not only beautiful to look 
at but also fascinating in how they 
reproduce. These fish have unique 
mating behaviors and take special 
care of their offspring, which helps them 
survive in their habitats. 

When it’s time to mate, angelfish pair 
up. Freshwater angelfish often form 
lifelong pairs, meaning they stay with 
the same mate. The pair chooses a flat 

surface, such as a plant leaf or a rock, to lay their eggs. Before laying eggs, 
they clean the surface carefully. This teamwork is a big part of their mating 
behavior. 

Once the eggs are laid, the male fertilizes them. A single female can lay up 
to 100 to 1,000 eggs at a time, depending on her size and health. After 
fertilization, both parents work together to protect the eggs. They fan them 
with their fins to keep the water moving, which helps provide oxygen to the 
eggs. This care prevents the eggs from getting moldy or being eaten by 
predators. 

The eggs hatch in about two to three days, and the tiny babies, called fry, 
stay attached to the surface for a few more days while they absorb 
nutrients from their egg sacs. After that, the fry start swimming and feeding 
on their own. During this time, the parents continue to watch over them, 
keeping predators away and making sure they are safe. 

Saltwater angelfish have similar mating behaviors but don’t usually provide 
as much care for their young. They lay their eggs in open water, and the 
eggs float to the surface. Once the eggs are fertilized, the parents leave, 
and the fry have to survive on their own. These fish often lay thousands of 
eggs at once to increase the chances of some surviving. 

The way angelfish reproduce shows how nature gives them the tools to 
keep their species alive. Whether through careful parenting or producing 
large numbers of eggs, angelfish have adapted to their environments in 
remarkable ways. 


