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The College Application Odyssey 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Answers may vary, but students might include dreams of 

pursuing a specific field of study, challenges related to 

academics or extracurricular activities, and aspirations for 

personal growth and development in their own college 

application journey. 

2. Students might suggest that discovering the box of documents 

related to their sibling's college application process likely 

deepened the narrator's appreciation for the importance of 

perseverance and determination in the pursuit of higher 

education, as well as the value of encouragement and support 

from mentors and loved ones. 

3. Challenges in creating their own college application story could 

include facing rejection, managing time and stress, and making 

important decisions about their future. Opportunities might 

include personal growth, self-discovery, and the chance to learn 

from setbacks and successes. 

4. Students might explain that the college application process is a 

valuable learning experience because it teaches important life 

skills such as resilience, determination, effective communication, 

and goal setting. It also provides an opportunity for self-discovery 

and reflection on one's values, interests, and aspirations, 

ultimately contributing to personal growth and readiness for the 

future. 


