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Exploring Architectural Elements 
Short Answer – Answer Key 
 

1. Balustrades on balconies serve as decorative railings or protective barriers, 
enhancing safety while adding aesthetic appeal to outdoor spaces. 

 

 

2. Pilasters are flat, rectangular columns often attached to a wall's surface 
for decorative purposes. They mimic the appearance of full columns and 
add depth and visual interest to a building's façade. 

 

 

3. Architectural elements contribute to a building's aesthetics by providing 
visual interest, defining its style, and conveying artistic creativity. For 
example, decorative windows, ornate doors, and sculpted friezes can 
enhance the overall beauty of a structure. 

 

 

4. An example of an architectural element serving both functional and 
decorative purposes is a stained glass window. It allows natural light to 
enter a building (functional) while displaying intricate designs and colors 
(decorative). 

 

 

5. Friezes in architecture often serve as decorative bands with sculptural 
reliefs or intricate designs, adding artistic expression and storytelling 
elements to a building's design. 

 

 
 
 


