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Architectural Movements  
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 
 

1. For example, you can compare Gothic and Baroque architecture. Gothic 
architecture, prevalent during the medieval period, is known for its use of pointed 
arches, ribbed vaults, and flying buttresses. It reflects the religious fervor and 
aspiration for height and light in the Middle Ages. In contrast, Baroque architecture, 
which emerged in the 17th century, features ornate decoration, dramatic forms, and 
intricate detailing. It was influenced by the Counter-Reformation and the desire to 
evoke emotion and awe in viewers. While both movements are characterized by 
grandeur, they differ in their design principles and historical contexts. 

 

2. For instance, if you choose Art Nouveau as your inspiration, you might incorporate 
flowing lines, organic forms, and nature-inspired motifs into your modern building's 
design. The movement's emphasis on natural elements and asymmetry can create a 
harmonious blend of the natural environment and contemporary aesthetics. Art 
Nouveau's connection to nature resonates with our modern concern for 
sustainability and eco-friendliness, making it a compelling choice for a 
contemporary building design. 

 

3. Let's take the example of the Parthenon, an iconic structure from Classical 
architecture. The Parthenon is a temple dedicated to the goddess Athena, located 
on the Acropolis in Athens, Greece. It was built in the 5th century BCE and is 
renowned for its Doric columns, pediment sculptures, and frieze depicting Greek 
mythology. The Parthenon is historically significant as a symbol of ancient Greek 
democracy and culture. Its architectural features, such as the use of columns and 
symmetry, reflect the ideals of balance and order in Greek society. The temple's 
cultural context is deeply rooted in Athenian democracy and the worship of Athena, 
the city's patron goddess. 

 

4. Architecture plays a crucial role in defining the identity of cities by reflecting their 
history, culture, and values. Different architectural styles can coexist harmoniously in 
urban environments through thoughtful urban planning and design guidelines. For 
example, historic districts may preserve and showcase older architectural styles, 
while new developments can incorporate contemporary designs. Zoning regulations 
and architectural guidelines can ensure that new constructions complement the 
existing cityscape while allowing for innovation. The key is finding a balance that 
celebrates diversity in architectural styles while maintaining a cohesive urban 
identity. Urban planners and architects must consider the cultural and historical 
context of a city to create a harmonious architectural blend. 


