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Architectural Movements  
Architecture is a reflection of the society and culture of 
its time, and throughout history, various architectural 
movements have emerged, each with its unique style 
and characteristics. In this passage, we will explore 
different architectural movements and the types of 
buildings that define these periods. 
 

Architectural Movements 
 
Ancient Egyptian Architecture: Ancient Egyptian architecture is renowned for its 
grand pyramids, temples, and monuments. These structures were characterized 
by massive stone blocks, intricate hieroglyphic carvings, and a focus on 
symmetry and precision. 
 
Classical Architecture: Classical architecture, prevalent in ancient Greece and 
Rome, emphasized symmetry, proportion, and the use of columns. The 
Parthenon in Athens is a prime example of classical architecture, featuring Doric 
columns and a pediment. 
 
Gothic Architecture: Gothic architecture emerged in the Middle Ages and is 
known for its pointed arches, ribbed vaults, and flying buttresses. Cathedrals like 
Notre-Dame in Paris exemplify Gothic design, with towering spires and intricate 
stained glass windows. 
 
Renaissance Architecture: The Renaissance period saw a revival of classical 
elements, including columns, arches, and domes. St. Peter's Basilica in Vatican 
City showcases Renaissance design with its grand dome and harmonious 
proportions. 
 
Baroque Architecture: Baroque architecture, prevalent in the 17th century, is 
characterized by ornate decoration, dramatic forms, and intricate detailing. The 
Palace of Versailles in France exemplifies Baroque style with its opulent interiors 
and expansive gardens. 
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Neoclassical Architecture: Neoclassical architecture, popular in the late 18th 
and early 19th centuries, drew inspiration from ancient Greece and Rome. The 
United States Capitol in Washington, D.C., reflects Neoclassical design with its 
columns and dome. 
 
Art Nouveau: Art Nouveau, an art movement at the turn of the 20th century, 
featured flowing lines, organic forms, and decorative motifs inspired by nature. 
The Casa Batlló in Barcelona, designed by Antoni Gaudí, exemplifies Art 
Nouveau with its curving façade and whimsical details. 
 
Modernist Architecture: Modernist architecture emerged in the 20th century and 
emphasized simplicity, clean lines, and the use of new materials like glass and 
steel. The Bauhaus School in Germany and the Farnsworth House in the United 
States are iconic examples of modernist design. 
 

Types of Buildings for Each Movement 
 
Ancient Egyptian Architecture: Pyramids, temples, tombs, and obelisks. 
 
Classical Architecture: Temples, theaters, and public buildings like the 
Parthenon. 
 
Gothic Architecture: Cathedrals, churches, and castles. 
 
Renaissance Architecture: Palaces, churches, and public squares. 
 
Baroque Architecture: Palaces, churches, and opera houses. 
 
Neoclassical Architecture: Government buildings, museums, and libraries. 
 
Art Nouveau: Residential houses, art galleries, and jewelry stores. 
 
Modernist Architecture: Skyscrapers, residential buildings, and museums. 
 


