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How Does an Armadillo Reproduce? 
Armadillos have unique ways of reproducing that 

make them fascinating animals to learn about. 

When it comes to mating, armadillos usually pair 

up during the breeding season, which occurs 

once a year. Male armadillos often search for a 

female by following her scent. Once they meet, 

they engage in courtship behaviors like sniffing and gentle nudging. 

The gestation period, or the time a female carries her babies before birth, lasts 

around four months. Interestingly, nine-banded armadillos, the most common 

species, have a delayed implantation. This means that after mating, the fertilized 

egg does not immediately attach to the uterus, allowing the mother to delay 

pregnancy by several months if needed. 

Armadillos typically give birth to four identical babies at a time. These babies, 

called pups, develop from the same egg and are always the same gender. When 

they are born, the pups have soft shells that harden as they grow older. Although 

their shells are not fully protective at birth, they become tougher over time. 

After birth, the mother armadillo takes care of her pups in a burrow. She nurses 

them for a few months until they can start eating insects and other small foods. 

The pups stay with their mother for a few months before venturing out on their 

own to create their burrows and live independently. 

 


