
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

How Does an Armadillo Communicate? 
Armadillos are fascinating creatures with 

unique ways of communicating. Though they 

are quiet animals, they use a combination of 

sounds, scents, and body language to 

interact with others. Understanding how 

armadillos communicate can help us learn 

more about their behavior and social habits. 

Armadillos use sounds, but they are limited 

compared to other animals. When 

frightened or threatened, they may grunt, squeak, or make a low-pitched noise 

to warn others nearby. These vocalizations can help signal danger or stress. 

Scents are a primary way armadillos communicate. They have scent glands on 

their face, feet, and tail that release odors. These scents help mark territory, attract 

mates, and identify family members. For example, during mating season, males 

may follow the scent trails left by females. 

Body language is also important for armadillos. They may arch their back, curl into 

a ball, or run in zigzag patterns when threatened. Curling into a ball is especially 

effective for the three-banded armadillo, which uses its hard shell to protect itself. 

An interesting example of armadillo communication occurs during mating 

season. Males may perform a slow chase to show interest in a female. If the 

female is receptive, she may remain still or allow the male to approach. 

While armadillos are solitary most of the time, they do interact with their young. 

Mothers use soft grunts to call their babies and lead them to safety. Pups also learn 

how to find food and avoid danger by observing their mother’s actions. 

In summary, armadillos use a mix of sounds, scents, and body language to 

communicate. These methods help them stay safe, find mates, and care for their 

young. 


