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Yayoi Kusama: The Queen of Polka Dots 
Yayoi Kusama is one of the most famous 
artists in the world today. She is best known 
for her bright colors, polka dots, and infinity 
rooms. Her art is creative, playful, and 
sometimes even looks like it belongs in a 
dream. Even though she faced many 
challenges in her life, she never stopped 
making art. 

Kusama was born on March 22, 1929, in 
Matsumoto, Japan. As a child, she loved to draw and paint. She was very 
creative, but her family did not always support her dream of becoming an 
artist. She also started seeing hallucinations—images that weren’t really 
there. These visions often included dots, lights, and repeating patterns, 
which later became important themes in her artwork. 

In the 1950s, Kusama moved to New York City to follow her dream. At that 
time, most famous artists were men, and it was hard for a young Japanese 
woman to be noticed. However, Kusama worked hard and became 
known for her huge paintings, sculptures, and installations. One of her most 
famous works is the Infinity Mirror Rooms, which use mirrors to make it look 
like the space goes on forever. 

Kusama also created giant pumpkin sculptures covered in polka dots, 
which became a symbol of her unique style. She once said, “Polka dots are 
a way to infinity.” For Kusama, dots represent endless possibilities and the 
idea that everything in the universe is connected. 

Even though Kusama became famous, she struggled with mental health 
issues. In 1977, she moved back to Japan and decided to live in a hospital 
while continuing to create art. She found that making art helped her feel 
better, and she kept working on new projects. 

Today, Kusama’s art is displayed in museums and galleries all over the 
world. People wait in long lines to see her Infinity Mirror Rooms and take 
pictures with her polka-dot pumpkins. Her creativity and determination 
have made her one of the most important artists of our time. 


