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Exploring Illinois: The Land of Attractions 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The nickname "Windy City" for Chicago likely originated from its 

weather conditions, as well as its history of political and verbal 

"hot air." It has become a term of endearment for the city's 

vibrant and dynamic character. 

2. Springfield, Illinois, holds historical significance as the home of 

Abraham Lincoln before he became President. Lincoln's 

connection to the city is celebrated through various historic sites 

and museums, making Springfield a hub for learning about his 

life and impact on American history. 

3. Route 66 is a legendary highway that symbolizes the American 

spirit of adventure and exploration. It played a crucial role in 

westward migration, the growth of small towns along its route, 

and the development of car culture in the United States. Its 

significance extends beyond transportation to encompass a 

sense of freedom and adventure. 

4. Answers may vary. Students can share their personal 

experiences or describe an adventure they would like to have 

while visiting one of Illinois' tourist attractions, such as visiting 

Millennium Park, exploring the canyons at Starved Rock State 

Park, or taking a road trip along Route 66. 

 

 

 


