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Explore Pennsylvania's Exciting Tourist Attractions 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Gettysburg National Military Park is significant for its role in 
preserving the history of the American Civil War. It 
commemorates the Battle of Gettysburg, a pivotal conflict that 
occurred in July 1863. The park preserves the battlefield, 
monuments, and historic structures, serving as a poignant 
reminder of the sacrifices made during the Civil War. It also 
provides educational programs and tours to help visitors 
understand the battle's significance in shaping the nation. 

2. Pennsylvania's diverse landscapes have a significant impact on 
its tourism industry. Lakeside beaches, like those at Presque Isle 
State Park, attract summer vacationers looking for water-based 
activities and relaxation. Mountainous regions, such as the Laurel 
Highlands and the Pocono Mountains, offer opportunities for 
hiking, skiing, and outdoor adventures year-round. These diverse 
landscapes cater to a wide range of tourists, contributing to the 
state's appeal as a year-round destination for outdoor 
enthusiasts and nature lovers. 

3. Pennsylvania's cities, particularly Pittsburgh and Philadelphia, 
showcase cultural diversity that adds to the state's appeal as a 
tourist destination. Pittsburgh is known for its rich industrial history, 
world-class museums, and vibrant arts scene. Philadelphia 
boasts a deep historical heritage, renowned art museums, and 
a thriving culinary scene. Both cities celebrate their diverse 
populations through cultural festivals, events, and 
neighborhoods that offer unique experiences for tourists. This 
cultural richness enhances Pennsylvania's reputation as a 
destination that caters to a wide range of interests. 

4. (This response would vary depending on the individual's personal 
experience or expectations of attending a specific Pennsylvania 
festival or cultural event. It could describe the festival, the 
cultural elements, and how it enriches their understanding of 
Pennsylvania's heritage and traditions.) 

 

 


