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Auguste Rodin: Master of Sculpture 
Short Answer Key 

1. "The Burghers of Calais" commemorates the heroic sacrifice of 

six citizens during the Hundred Years' War. The sculpture conveys 

a range of emotions, including determination, fear, and 

selflessness. 

2. "The Kiss" draws inspiration from Dante's "Divine Comedy" and 

portrays the passionate love between the tragic lovers 

Francesca da Rimini and Paolo Malatesta. The sculpture 

celebrates themes of love, desire, and intimacy. 

3. Rodin's sculpture of Honoré de Balzac faced controversy due to 

its unconventional portrayal of the writer in a voluminous robe. It 

was criticized for deviating from traditional portraiture. Over 

time, it gained recognition for its boldness and artistic innovation. 

4. Rodin's innovative approach to sculpture focused on capturing 

the human psyche and emotion, often deviating from classical 

conventions. He emphasized the importance of conveying inner 

feelings and psychological depth in his sculptures. 

5. Auguste Rodin's legacy is characterized by his innovative 

approach to sculpture, challenging traditional norms. His 

sculptures explored complex human emotions and 

psychological depth, influencing future generations of artists 

and reshaping the art world. 

 

 


