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Maya Angelou: A Voice of Strength and Inspiration 
Maya Angelou was a writer, poet, and civil rights 
activist who inspired people all over the world with 
her words. She wrote about life, hope, and the fight 
for equality. Her most famous book, I Know Why the 
Caged Bird Sings, tells the story of her childhood 
struggles and triumphs. Through her writing, she 
encouraged people to be brave, kind, and to never 
give up. 
Early Life and Challenges 
Maya Angelou was born Marguerite Ann Johnson on 
April 4, 1928, in St. Louis, Missouri. When she was very 
young, her parents separated, and she was sent to 
live with her grandmother in Stamps, Arkansas. 

Growing up in the South, Maya experienced racism and unfair treatment. However, her 
love for reading and poetry helped her find strength and hope. 
As a child, Maya went through difficult times that made her stop speaking for several 
years. But with the help of a kind teacher, she slowly found her voice again. She 
developed a deep love for writing and storytelling, which would later shape her career. 
A Life of Many Talents 
Before becoming a famous writer, Maya had many different jobs. She was a dancer, 
singer, actress, and even the first African American female streetcar conductor in San 
Francisco. She traveled the world and lived in Africa and Europe, learning about different 
cultures and meeting important leaders. During the 1960s, Maya became involved in the 
civil rights movement, working with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X. She used her 
voice to fight for equal rights and justice. 
Becoming a Famous Writer 
In 1969, Maya Angelou published I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, the first book in her 
autobiography series. It became one of the most powerful books ever written about 
growing up as an African American girl in the United States. The book was praised for its 
honesty and courage. 
Maya also wrote poems, essays, and plays that inspired people to be strong and proud 
of who they are. One of her most famous poems, "Still I Rise," is about overcoming 
hardships and standing tall no matter what challenges come. 
In 1993, Maya Angelou read her poem “On the Pulse of Morning” at President Bill Clinton’s 
inauguration, making history as the first African American woman to do so. 
A Lasting Legacy 
Maya Angelou continued to write, speak, and teach until she passed away on May 28, 
2014. Her books and poems continue to inspire readers of all ages. She showed the world 
that words have the power to change lives and bring people together. Her famous 
quote, "People will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will 
never forget how you made them feel," reminds us to treat others with kindness and 
respect. Maya Angelou’s life and work continue to inspire writers, activists, and dreamers 
around the world. 


