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B.B. King: The King of Blues 
Short Answer Key 

1. B.B. King's early life experiences shaped his interest in music as he found 

solace in music while growing up in poverty on a cotton plantation. He 

began performing gospel songs in church and later pursued a career in 

music. 

2. The name "Lucille" for B.B. King's guitar came about when a fire broke out 

at a club where he was performing, and he risked his life to save his guitar. 

The fight that caused the fire had been over a woman named Lucille, so 

he named his guitar after her as a reminder. 

3. B.B. King's guitar playing style was characterized by bending notes and 

using vibrato techniques. He would bend the guitar strings to create a 

soulful and expressive sound that conveyed deep emotions in his music. 

4. B.B. King became an international ambassador for the blues by touring 

internationally and introducing blues music to new audiences around the 

world. His heartfelt performances resonated with people from all walks of 

life, contributing to the global popularity of the genre. 

5. B.B. King received numerous awards and honors during his career, including 

multiple Grammy Awards, inductions into the Blues Hall of Fame and the 

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, and the Presidential Medal of Freedom. His 

legacy is important in the world of music because he inspired countless 

musicians and played a significant role in popularizing blues music. 


