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The Chilling Tale of the BTK Killer, Dennis Rader 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Possible answer: The BTK Killer's actions instilled fear and terror in 

the community of Wichita, causing residents to be cautious and 

afraid for their safety. It created a climate of unease and 

mistrust. 

2. Possible answer: Dennis Rader's capture was significant because 

it brought closure to the unsolved murders that had haunted the 

community for decades. It also revealed the true identity of the 

BTK Killer and ensured that he faced justice for his heinous crimes. 

3. Possible answer: Advances in forensic technology, such as the 

ability to trace metadata on a floppy disk, played a crucial role 

in Dennis Rader's capture. It provided concrete evidence linking 

him to the crimes and ultimately led to his arrest. 

4. Possible answer: Dennis Rader's unremorseful and matter-of-fact 

confession to his crimes shocked the nation and made it clear 

that he had no empathy for his victims. It further solidified the 

belief that he was a truly remorseless and evil individual. 

 

 


