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Baba Yaga 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Baba Yaga's house with chicken legs adds an element of 

enchantment and wonder to the story. It serves as a symbol of 

Baba Yaga's mysterious and supernatural nature, as well as the 

unpredictability of the forest. The house's mobility and ever-

changing direction contribute to the sense of danger and 

intrigue surrounding Baba Yaga. 

2. Vasilisa's character evolves from a vulnerable young girl to a 

brave and resourceful individual. She displays qualities such as 

determination, resilience, and cleverness throughout her 

journey. Her encounter with Baba Yaga helps her discover her 

inner strength and resourcefulness. 

3. Maternal guidance and protection are evident in Vasilisa's 

mother's gift of the magical doll, which aids and supports Vasilisa 

in her time of need. The doll embodies the loving and nurturing 

presence of Vasilisa's mother, even after her passing, and serves 

as a source of comfort and assistance. 

4. The story of Vasilisa and Baba Yaga emphasizes the importance 

of bravery, resourcefulness, and inner strength in overcoming 

adversity. It also underscores the idea that evil actions can have 

consequences and that justice may prevail in the end. 

Additionally, it highlights the enduring bond between a mother 

and child, even beyond death. 

 


