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Babe Ruth: Baseball's Legendary Hero 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Babe Ruth's transition from pitching to hitting was significant 

because it allowed him to showcase his incredible hitting skills, 

including setting numerous home run records. This change not 

only made him a legendary figure but also drew more fans to 

baseball. For example, in 1920, Ruth hit 54 home runs, which was 

more than any other team in the American League. 

2. One aspect of Babe Ruth's personality that contributed to his 

status as a cultural icon was his charismatic and larger-than-life 

presence. He was known for his playful and outgoing nature, 

and he connected with fans on a personal level. His joyful 

approach to the game made him not just a baseball hero but a 

beloved figure in American culture. 

3. Babe Ruth's legacy means that aspiring baseball players today 

can learn from his dedication, talent, and love for the game. His 

story teaches us that with hard work and determination, anyone 

can achieve greatness in their chosen field, just as he did in 

baseball. 

4. Babe Ruth remains a legendary figure in the history of baseball 

because of his incredible talent, numerous records, and the way 

he revolutionized the sport with his power hitting. His impact on 

the popularity of baseball in the 1920s and his lasting legacy as 

a cultural icon ensure that he will always be remembered as one 

of the greatest athletes in American history. 


